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Office Of The Secretary Of The FCC
1919 M Street, Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

January 25, 1993
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MAR 221993
RE: FCC Proposed Rate Regulation Rules For Cable Television

FEDERAl.CCl\MUNlCATlCWSCQAlISSlON
Dear Secretary: (JACE OF THE SECRETMY

Thank you for the opportunity to respond on the FCC's
Proposed Rate Regulation Rules for Cable Television.

The City Of Liberal, Kansas (Liberal) is a first class City
with a population of approximately 17,000 citizens. Liberal
has a franchise agreement with Century Cable TV which expires
on July 1, 2000. Century Cable is the only entity offering
cable television service to Liberal. Century Cable,
therefore, has no competition in Liberal.

Liberal is very concerned that any rate regulation rules
adopted by the FCC give full consideration to reasonable
competitive rates for all cable television users. Liberal is
also concerned that new regulations be cost effective and not
be cost burdensome to small communities.

Liberal supports the "benchmarking approach II to rate
regulation for basic cable service. The citizens of Liberal
would be protected by the FCC establishing a benchmark rate
which would be the average rate that cable television systems
could charge for basic service in markets where there is
cable competition.

Liberal believes that disputes between local authorities and
cable operators should be resolved by District Courts instead
of the FCC. Proceedings in District Courts will be less
costly and District Courts will be more cognizant of> local
market conditions. ~
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Rate Regulation Rules adopted by the FCC should be simple and
inexpensive to implement. Small communities, such as Liberal,
are operating under extremely tight budgets that under
statute, must be balanced and unlike federal agencies, are
not blessed with professional staff personnel.

Thank You:


